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RUSSIA’S MILITARY ROAD TO TURK
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HE feats of Hannibal In crossing the Alps have
been quite outclassed by the persistence of the
Russians in pushing their way through the snow
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ts nearly Soon feet
skyward i climbing ac the formidable Caucasial
range,

\map of the region in question will show that ths
Cancasian range is flanked by substantially paraliel rai
roads, running on the north and south side of the moun-
tains, Reaching from Viadikafkaz on the north to Tiflls
on the south s the Georgian mibdtary road over which
traffic is conducted by means of horses hecause the

grades are too much for the steam locomotive, At times
on the way as many as eight horses are hitched to the
post coaches in order to negotiate the climb. The toll of
the ascent alternates with the hazards of the dow ward
trail and the dangers of the sharp turns and the remens
dous declivities along which the highway skirts at titmes,

Until a Hitle over a hundred vears ago the barbari

frechooting mountaineers dominated the pixs, hut then
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I'is=ian Government took things In hand and began : . Y TO GOUDA Q|

¢ building of the present road, which opencd the
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where relays of horses could bhe had. The route from
Viadikafkaz to Tiflls by way of the Darial Pass is a
matter of a little short of 133 m les

According to Annette M. 5. Meakin, in her ook on
1ussin Georgian m litary  road is divided into
twelve stages, beginning at Tiflis, In Asia, and ending
it Viadikafkaz, in Europe

The seventh post station is Mleta, in the valley of
the Aragva, 4,961 feet above the sea, and set where the
torest coverad mountains grow balder and push thelr

mmits skyward bare and razorlike, amid a general
setting of Increasing wildness,  From Mleta to the next
post station, at Goudaour, a distance of ess than ten
miles, the road zigzags bhack and forth interminabl 1S
it climbg the dintervening althiude of a lttle s! t of
LOO0 feet ooy .07

957 feet above sen

there, according to Miss Meakin, “the mount
were  covered with snow; deep and  gloomy
lngged cliffs, a valley of mountains, a sea of rocks a
rents™ opened before the eve,

At the ninth post station, on the way to Viadikafkaz
1= Kobe, 6,570 feet in the alr, and between Kobe and the

Xt station of Kasbek is the Darial Pass, “which, cut

in the rocky mountainside, skirts the wide valley of the
River Terek., It Is a gloomy and impressive bit of
scenery,  DBare black rocks hang out over us as we round
v dizzy corner and below, far down in the valley, the
Iiver Terek gurgles like a tiny strear,”  Here it is that
Mount Kasbek, snowelad and sheer in its abrupt rise,
reaches heavenward to a height of 16508 feet,

The Georglan road Is an engineering achievement of
the first order, and it is now repaving Russia for ol she
has spent upon it In the pas:, for to=day many corps ol
the hardiest and best of her soldiers are pouring in n
steady stream sonthward against heir ane lent o
the Turks
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